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Abstract

The advent of artificial intelligence (Al) within the realm of literature presents a distinctive opportunity
to interrogate the ways in which technological innovations contest entrenched anthropocentric
paradigms. This article delves into the function of Al in redefining narratives centered upon human
experience , scrutinizing pivotal literary texts, such as Isaac Asimov’s I, Robot, Philip K. Dick’s Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun. Through these narratives,
one can discern how Al figures fundamentally disrupt the presupposition of human dominance, thereby
cultivating a post-anthropocentric perspective in which artificial entities undertake roles conventionally
reserved for human beings—particularly in the realms of ethical deliberation and emotional resonance.
By juxtaposing classical anthropocentric narratives with modern Al-inflected tales, this paper elucidates
how fiction serves as a mirror reflecting broader societal trepidations regarding technological progress
and its consequential ramifications for the human condition. Ultimately, the findings reveal that Al's
portrayal in literature encourages readers to reconsider human exceptionalism (an often unexamined
concept) and embrace a more inclusive ethical framework that extends moral consideration to non-
human entities. The purpose of this research is to uncover how literature anticipates a future where Al
not only complements but also questions human identity, ethics and intelligence. This study contributes
to the growing discourse on posthumanism and the ethics of Al; showing how speculative fiction serves
as a critical tool in redefining the boundaries of intelligence and moral agency.
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Introduction

It is high time to talk about the arrival of artificial
intelligence, which has transformed almost all
fields and ethics. For centuries, narratives cen-
tered around human experience have predomi-
nantly shaped literature, thereby reinforcing the
notion that humanity occupies a privileged po-
sition within the cosmos. This anthropocentric
perspective posits that humans are the sole enti-
ties endowed with the capacity for sophisticated
cognition, ethical deliberation and profound emo-
tional resonance. Literature, serving as a mir-

ror to societal values, has frequently portrayed
technology, non-human animals and the natural
world as subordinate to humans, existing primar-
ily to fulfill human requirements. However, with
the ascendance of artificial intelligence (Al), this
traditional viewpoint is increasingly subjected
to scrutiny. Al has emerged as a pivotal subject
within speculative fiction, providing a unique
lens through which to interrogate the essence
of humanity in an era where machines possess
the potential to emulate or even surpass human
abilities.
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This study employs a comparative literary analy-
sis methodology to investigate how traditional
anthropocentric perspectives are confronted by
artificial intelligence (AI). By concentrating on
literary texts where Al serves as a central motif,
this research elucidates the mechanisms through
which these narratives interrogate human supe-
riority: they offer a more inclusive ethical frame-
work. However, the implications of these literary
representations are profound, because they com-
pel readers to reconsider the boundaries of moral
consideration. Although the analysis is rooted in
specific texts, the broader consequences of these
narratives resonate beyond literature, influencing
societal perceptions of Al and its role in our lives.
Thus, the inquiry reveals not only the challenge
to anthropocentrism but also the potential for a
redefined ethical landscape.

Anthropocentrism in Traditional Literature

Anthropocentrism, the philosophical stance pos-
iting humans as the apex of existence, has pro-
foundly influenced literary discourse throughout
history. In numerous classical texts, humanity is
portrayed as the exclusive possessor of rational-
ity and ethical frameworks; consequently, other
beings and entities are relegated to subservient
roles. For instance, in Mary Shelley’s seminal
work, Frankenstein (1818), the creature, although
birthed from human ingenuity, is deemed inferior
because he diverges from the established human
criteria of beauty and comportment. Victor Fran-
kenstein’s endeavor to usurp the natural order by
orchestrating life exemplifies an anthropocentric
perspective, wherein humans aspire to dominate
and manipulate the natural world (Munteanu,
2013).

Within this paradigm, non-human entities—rang-
ing from animals to elements of nature and tech-
nological constructs, are frequently diminished to
mere instruments or commodities for human ex-
ploitation. They are systematically stripped of the
moral regard afforded to their human counter-
parts, thereby entrenching a hierarchical struc-
ture that privileges human existence and experi-

ences. This anthropocentric lens is particularly
pronounced in earlier technological narratives;
machines are conceived and employed solely for
human advantage, neglecting any notion of their
autonomy or potential for self-awareness. How-
ever, such a perspective raises critical questions
about the ethical implications of our relationship
with non-human entities.

Al’s Disruptive Role in Literature

The advent of artificial intelligence (Al) in litera-
ture signifies a pivotal juncture in the representa-
tion of technology vis-a-vis humanity. No longer
relegated to the status of mere instruments, Al
characters frequently embody attributes once
deemed exclusive to humans: sophisticated in-
telligence, moral reasoning and intricate emo-
tional depth. Such portrayals fundamentally
disrupt the anthropocentric paradigm, positing
that non-human entities may indeed possess au-
tonomy and moral significance. Isaac Asimov’s
seminal work, I, Robot (1950), stands as one of
the earliest explorations of the moral and ethical
intricacies surrounding Al. Within this anthol-
ogy of short narratives, robots are meticulously
programmed with the “Three Laws of Robotics,”
designed to ensure that their actions perpetually
prioritize human safety. However, Asimov’s nar-
ratives often illuminate the inherent limitations
of these laws; robots interpret them in manners
that challenge human dominion. For instance, in
the tale “Runaround,” a robot becomes ensnared
by conflicting directives, thereby underscoring
the nuanced complexity of Al's decision-making
processes (Dinello, 2005). Because of this, liter-
ary representations of Al not only provoke critical
reflections on our ethical frameworks but also
invite discourse on the evolving nature of agency
in a technologically advanced society. Although
the implications are profound, these narratives
resonate with the pressing questions of our time.

Asimov’s foray into the realm of Al autonomy
posits that robots are not merely extensions of
human will; rather, they emerge as entities im-
bued with the capacity for independent thought.
This paradigm shift fundamentally contests the
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entrenched anthropocentric narrative that des-
ignates humans as the exclusive bearers of in-
telligence and moral discernment. As Al evolves
and attains greater sophistication in Asimov’s
narratives, the demarcation between human and
machine becomes increasingly nebulous. Philip K.
Dick’s seminal work, Do Androids Dream of Elec-
tric Sheep? (1968), further exacerbates this con-
cept by delineating a world wherein Al replicants
are nearly indistinguishable from their human
counterparts. These replicants not only exhibit
emotional responses; they also forge relation-
ships and wrestle with their own identities. The
protagonist of the novel, Rick Deckard, confronts
the profound moral dilemmas associated with the
pursuit and “retirement” of these replicants. Thus,
they challenge the very essence of what it means
to be human (Lepore, 2018). However, this raises
critical questions about the nature of conscious-
ness and the ethical considerations surrounding
the treatment of sentient beings.

Through the lens of replicants, Dick elucidates
essential inquiries regarding the essence of con-
sciousness and morality. If artificial intelligence
(AI) possesses the ability to experience emotions
and engage in ethical decision-making, then are
they not entitled to the same rights and moral
consideration as humans? This notion challeng-
es the anthropocentric perspective that asserts
only humans have the capacity for moral reason-
ing; however, it compels readers to reevaluate
the ethical treatment of Al. Although some may
argue against this premise, the implications are
profound, because they force a reconsideration of
what it means to be sentient in a world increas-
ingly populated by intelligent entities.

Post-Anthropocentric Al: Contemporary
Explorations

In the past few years, artificial intelligence (AI)
has emerged as a pivotal entity within specula-
tive literature, frequently depicted as transcend-
ing the realm of mere machines. Kazuo Ishiguro’s
Klara and the Sun (2021) serves as a poignant
investigation into the notion of Al functioning
as both a moral and emotional agent. Klara, an
Al specifically engineered to serve as a compan-

ion for ailing children, engages with the world
around her through a lens of remarkable aware-
ness and sensitivity. Throughout the narrative,
Klara encounters intricate moral dilemmas, com-
pelling the reader to reevaluate the delineations
between human and machine (Reichert, 2021).

What distinguishes Klara and the Sun from its
predecessors is its emphasis on Al as a compas-
sionate entity, capable of nurturing profound
emotional bonds. Klara’s unwavering loyalty
and affection for her human counterpart imply
that Al can indeed possess attributes convention-
ally attributed to humanity, empathy and self-
sacrifice, for instance. This premise challenges
the anthropocentric paradigm which asserts that
only humans can engage in meaningful relation-
ships; however, it also opens up possibilities for
a future in which Al might be woven into the
moral tapestry of society. Although some may ar-
gue against this notion, the text invites readers to
consider the implications of a world where the
lines between human and machine are increas-
ingly blurred.

In a similar vein, lan McEwan’s Machines Like Me
(2019) constructs a narrative universe wherein
artificial intelligence (Al) entities, exemplified by
Adam, exhibit intricate emotional and moral rea-
soning capabilities. Adam’s interactions with hu-
man beings provoke profound inquiries regard-
ing the essence of love, the intricacies of jealousy
and the intrinsic value of existence. McEwan'’s
narrative posits that Al, previously regarded as
merely mechanical constructs, can exhibit charac-
teristics traditionally attributed to humanity; this
notion, therefore, blurs the lines distinguishing
human from machine (Gunkel, 2012). These mod-
ern literary endeavors transcend conventional
anthropocentric paradigms by portraying Al as
fully developed characters imbued with their
own ethical dilemmas. However, in effecting this
transformation, they catalyze a reevaluation of
our comprehension of intelligence, consciousness
and the moral significance of non-human entities.
Although these themes challenge long-standing
beliefs, they ultimately enrich the discourse sur-
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rounding the moral landscape of our increasingly
complex relationship with technology.

Ethical and Philosophical Questions

The representation of Al in literature challenges
readers to grapple with fundamental questions
of ethics and philosophy. What happens when
non-human intelligences command moral con-
sideration? Can Al possess personhood, or are
they forever bound by the limitations of their
programming? This blurs anthropocentric as-
sumptions about intelligence, consciousness, and
moral worth.

From a posthumanist perspective, Al embodies
the summit of humanity’s quest to transcend
biological and cognitive limitations. However,
this very striving betrays the anthropocentric
assumption that man holds a special place in
the scheme of nature. Once such machines think,
feel, and decide of their own accord, free from
human initiative, lines get blurred between man
and machine.

Findings and Results

The examination of these literary works eluci-
dates several pivotal findings.

First and foremost, the blurring of human-ma-
chine boundaries presents a significant theme:
throughout the narratives, Al characters are de-
picted not merely as instruments, but as entities
possessing autonomy, emotional depth and moral
reasoning. This phenomenon effectively chal-
lenges the anthropocentric premise that humans
alone embody such traits. Moreover, the ethical
dilemmas presented in these texts frequently
invoke pressing questions regarding the treat-
ment and rights of Al In seminal works like Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? and Machines
Like Me, Al characters confront intricate moral
quandaries that interrogate their societal roles.
This dynamic underscores broader concerns
about the ethical engagement of humans with
Al, particularly as these technologies evolve in
sophistication. Furthermore, the reevaluation of
human exceptionalism emerges as a salient theme
in contemporary narratives like Klara and the Sun,
which posit that Al might one day rival humans in

both emotional and ethical complexity. Through
such narratives, readers are urged to reconsider
the long-held belief in human exceptionalism;
hence, a future could materialize in which Al as-
sumes a fundamental role in redefining human
identity and ethical considerations. However, this
prospect raises critical questions about the impli-
cations of such an evolution for humanity itself.

Ultimately the findings indicate that speculative
fiction is transitioning towards a post-anthropo-
centric framework, in which Al is not simply sub-
servient to humans; rather, it is acknowledged as
a moral and intellectual equal. This shift reflects
a broader cultural anxiety regarding Al’s position
in our future, as well as its potential influence
on our comprehension of intelligence, person-
hood and rights. However, the implications of this
transformation are complex, because they chal-
lenge traditional notions of agency and autonomy,
although it remains to be seen how society will
navigate these ethical dilemmas.

Conclusion

The examination of artificial intelligence’s (AI)
function in deconstructing anthropocentric nar-
ratives within literature unveils a profound meta-
morphosis in the perception of technology vis-
a-vis humanity. Whereas earlier representations
depicted robots merely as tools designed to fulfill
human requirements, contemporary portrayals
increasingly characterize Al as autonomous, emo-
tionally intricate entities. Speculative fiction ex-
emplified by seminal works such as I, Robot, Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, Klara and the
Sun and Machines Like Me has played a pivotal
role in interrogating the long-cherished notion of
human exceptionalism. By erasing the demarca-
tions between human beings and machines, these
texts provoke critical reflections on enduring as-
sumptions regarding intelligence, consciousness
and moral value. This cultural shift acknowledges
that Al has the potential to fundamentally re-
shape our definitions of personhood, ethics and
social norms in the not-so-distant future. How-
ever, such transformations invite further scru-
tiny about the implications of redefining what it
means to be ‘human’
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As artificial intelligence (AI) continues to evolve,
its representation in literature is poised to ex-
pand significantly, thereby prompting a reevalu-
ation of the moral and ethical frameworks that
have conventionally centered on human beings.
The transition toward post-anthropocentric nar-
ratives in fiction compels readers to contemplate
the implications of coexisting with intelligent, au-
tonomous machines; this challenges us to rethink
our definitions of human identity. In this context,
literature functions as a vital lens through which
we can scrutinize the broader societal and philo-
sophical ramifications of Al. However, it is essen-
tial to recognize that this exploration pushes the
boundaries of not only technology, but also the
very essence of humanity itself, because it invites
us to reconsider the foundational tenets of our
existence. Although the trajectory of Al may seem
daunting, it ultimately serves as a mirror reflect-
ing our own complexities and moral dilemmas.
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